Section 6:

Eyewitness Accounts

Framed certificate presented to Captain Burke for saving people in the 1887 flood
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Opening the Waterford Bridge, 1876

Eyewitness 1: Ferdinand Kleinschmidt

Ferdinand Kleinschmidt was a German immigrant who arrivedion the Logan district in February
1864. He worked as a puntsman on a river boat which he and two other German people owned.
Here are some extracts from his diary.

Saturday 25 June 1876: We puntsmen had a walk over this evening to see the bridge

Monday 31 July 1876: We was at Mr Berndt’s this evening, learning to sing a song or two - the English
national hymn and a sacred German air for to execute at the consecration of the Waterford Bridge.

Sunday August 6th: On Friday evening, we practised again with the pastor the songs we plan to sing at the
opening of the Waterford Bridge. The bridge is almost finished and yesterday, when we went to the Post
Office, we went over it.

Wednesday August the 16th 1876: The consecration of the Waterford bridge took place yesterday and |
went up on the occasion to comply with the wish of Mr Berndt and several others, with respect of singing a
few hymns on that occasion. We executed the English national hymn during the act of consecration and
after the conclusion of a solemn dinner which we had in a nice arbor, erected for that purpose, we gave the
oral composition “Wachet auf! ruft uns die Stimme” which was very well liked.

After this, there were several toasts brought forward and drunk and speeches held. Only two were worth
notice, the speech of one of the workmen and the speech of Mr J. Hinchcliffe who alluded to the progress
and general welfare and prosperity of our German commune, in comparison with their arrival 12 years and
6 months ago in the “Diamond” steamer which was taken up and cheered with great enthusiasm. Afterwards,
we were asked to sing twice more to the satisfaction of all present.

Eyewitness 2: A journalist from the Brisbane Courier newspaper

The new bridge over the Logan at Waterford was opened for traffic on Tuesday last by the Inspector of
Roads. A dinner was given to the workmen and some other guests at which the usual amount of drinking of
toasts was done, and subsequently the bridge was tested by being converted to a ballroom.

It is a simple and well-proportioned structure, 375 feet long by 18 feet wide, well above the highest flood
level recorded and giving a clear headway for river craft of 24 feet. The principal bays are 50 feet wide, thus
providing ample room for the passage of boats, rafts or trees and debris in the time of flood.

g

The Waterford Bridge
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The Flood of 1887

Eyewitness 1: Journalist from the Logan Witness 29.1.1887)
Visits to the Iron Railway Bridge

On Sunday at noon, the waters appeared passing about 6 ft [2 metres] over the girders. The water boiled
up straight across the bridge in a line as if the girders were still in place. The current was exceedingly
strong...At six in the evening, the settling seemed to have calmed the current and there was not that
rising up that I expected... I concluded the girders had been swept clean away.

On Monday evening I took my telescope and could see plainly the woodwork abutments at each
end...The rails had been wrenched clean off at the end of the woodwork and the lower rail at the north
end was twisted about six inches down stream. I could see the ballast washed away all on the sand
embankment and at the little opening in Lowe’s paddock, the sleepers were hanging on the rails. On
Tuesday morning, nothing could be seen of the cylinders.

The railway bridge after the flood

Eyewitness 2: A journalist from the Observer, a Brisbane newspaper

Frightful State of the Logan

Owing to there having been a complete stoppage of communication between Brisbane and the Logan district, it has
been impossible to learn the extent of the damage done along the South Coast Railway line. Mr A. W. Kingston who
lives at Kingsholme has been the first to reach Brisbane since the water began to subside. He left there this morning
at daylight but owing to the fearful state of the roads, the journey took a considerable time. Mr Kingston was unable
to give any information about the land beyond the Waterford Bridge as it was impossible to cross and far way the
water stretched, scarcely anything else being visible. He said the station house at Kingston was flooded. Round
about there were two or three camps occupied by women, the water on Saturday having flooded them out.

We are unable to find anyone who has been beyond or come from Waterford except Mr Kingston. The steamer

Fanny has just returned.....those on board state that the steamer’s boat has saved 60 lives and that the Yatala Bridge
is carried away, as well as the Ferry Hotel....

81



Eyewitness 3: Henry Campey

Henry Campey wrote his reminiscences several years after the 1887 flood. This is what he
remembered.

While in this place, I had a little experience of the devastation of rain and severe thunder storms and the
devastation caused, not only to the railway but also to the settlers along the routes of the numerous rivers
and creeks....

.. It was [the 1887] flood which carried away the railway bridge across the Logan River. This was a large
iron structure but it was swept down by the accumulation of timber and debris ...Houses were carried off
their blocks bodily down the stream. Stock, fowls, pigs and horses were all swept away and some of the
bodies were carried as far as Moreton Bay.

It was a terrible state of devastation for those upon the banks of the Logan and its tributaries. Some of my
men informed me — I could scarcely believe them but four day after the rainfall, I went down... As we got
near the Hotel, we could just see about 4ft from the ridge line down the roof. The house, stables etc were all
completely covered. A hawker’s wagonette which arrived the night the rain started was completely out of
sight. I can never forget that time as I had stayed at the Hotel previously, and to see it under water!
Exercises

1 In each account, find the way people got news of the flood in 1887.

2 Look at the photograph below which shows a flood in the Logan in 1947. How was this photograph
taken?

3 What are some of the ways we could get information about a flood today?
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Travel

Eyewitness 1: Henry Campey, 1880s

Mr Masen asked me to go to his camp as he had a contract for 21 miles of railway to construct from Logan
Village to Beaudesert.

I met him at Stanley Street Station [in Brisbane]. We got into the train but what slow travelling and what
stoppages! In 27 miles, there were 24 stops so the speed was hardly up before they had to slow down for

stopping.

Got to the Logan Village, the present terminus of the line, a scattered place composed of one public house
and butcher’s shop, a small school. There had once been an extensive sawmill but now all was going to
ruin....

The coach drawn by four horses came into the yard gate to go to Beaudesert so I took my seat.

Well, away we go and for about a quarter mile from the Village, the road was passable but oh! After that, it
was a road to remember, especially travelling in a coach.

The sand [on the road] was from 6 inches to one foot deep and ruts and holes were innumerable. We had to
pass through and you can imagine what jolts and dead dragging for the horses we had. However after all our
troubles, we arrived in about two hours time at the Village of Jimboomba about 9 miles from Logan Village.
The horses were changed and you could get food if you required......

Activities

Get a map and see where Henry Campey went — first his trip by train and then his trip by coach.

How long did he say it took to go from Logan Village to Jimboomba?

How long might it take today?

Was travel easy in the days when Henry Campey was trying to get to Beaudesert?

Draw a cartoon strip to show Henry Campey’s journey.

Draw a cartoon about the Cobb and Co journey on the next page.

What information can we obtain from the advertisments on pages 71 and 72?

Note: 6 inches is about 15¢m, one foot is about 30cm, 9 miles is about 15km.
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Eyewitness 2: A passenger on a Cobb and Co coach, 1878

This is a letter to the Editor of the Logan Witness 6th April 1878 complaining about a coach trip.

To the Editor of the Logan Witness

Sirs: I desire, through your columns, to call the attention of the owners or managers of the line of coaches
(Cobb and Co’s) running between Brisbane and Beenleigh, to the disgraceful and dirty state of the interior
of these coaches.

It is a common practice for the grooms or others in charge of the coaches to put under the seats dirty cans of
grease or tar and grease and often oil for the use of Cobb and Co. These filthy compounds, by the shaking of
the coach, get driven all about and the dresses of the ladies travelling are perfectly ruined, at a loss to these
passengers of perhaps £4 or £5. I have seen that happen many times these last few years.

Another nuisance is this: instead of the spaces under the seat being clear for passengers’ feet, they are often
filled up with old harness, collars, rusty chains, swingle-trees and other rubbish which, belonging to Cobb
and Co, should be out elsewhere so that passengers could travel with a little more comfort than they have
ever done on this line.

We are certain that it only requires the managers to look into it and the carelessness of their servants in this
respect will soon cease.

Yours,
TRAVELLER

Re-enactment of a Cobb and Co coach run in 1988
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Questions
1. 45 0 d (4 shillings) is equivalent to 40c in decimal currency. This seems a cheap fare for

a trip between Waterford and Brisbane, but is it? (Note that In the 1880s, a carpenter
earned about 12 shillings a day )

This advertisement was published just after the railway line opened to Loganlea.

Compare this with the railway advertisement on the previous page. Which was faster,
the coach or the train?
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Entertainment

Eyewitnhess: A correspondent in the Logan Withess, 1878

Logan Village Penny Readings: The usual penny readings that are
put up once a month took place last Saturday evening..... Several
gentlemen of the district sang a number of popular songs, interspersed
with readings and recitations and some nicely rendered selections on
the violin. The entertainment was brought to a close by the president of
the society Mr Kirk singing an amusing medley in capital style followed
by “Auld Lang Syne”. It is proposed to hold the next meeting about
the 13th of April so those coming from a distance might have the
advantage of a moonlight night.

Questions

1 What is a penny?

2 Why might these have been called Penny
Readings?

3 Why was it an advantage to hold Penny
Readings on a moonlight night?

4 Would this be any advantage today?

5 Which of these activities were possible back in 1878:

watch TV

listen to radio

play CDs

play computer games

play board games such as chess

go to the movies

use the Internet

drive up to Brisbane for the evening
go out to a restaurant or café

go to a live performance such as a musical at the theatre
play cards

read

6 Does this explain why Penny Readings were popular?
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The Overseas Mail
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1
Questions
1. What sort of transport was used to take mail to overseas countries?
2. To whom might the people of Logan have been writing?

3. How long do you think it would take for a letter to get there - 3 days? 3
weeks? 3 months?

4. So how long would it be before you got a reply?

5. What other way could you get a message there in 1878?



