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Section 1

Children -
At School,  At Home,  At Work

Children in costume for a concert, Kingston School
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Advertisement from the Logan Witness December 1887

A Picnic on the Kate

In 1887, the children of Logan were very excited when this
advertisement appeared in the newspaper:
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The Advertisement

1. What does ss stand for in �the ss Kate�?

2. Get a map of the area along the Logan River (a street directory is quite good) and follow the river
to see where the children went [note that Loganholme Wharf  was approximately where the Pacific
Highway now crosses the Logan River, and that Gramzow is now known as Carbrook]

3. The date of this ad was 1887. It says the trip was a �Children�s Jubilee Excursion�. A jubilee is a
50th anniversary - can you guess what anniversary was being celebrated? (Hint: look at the last
photograph in this segment)

4. How would children have got from their home to the wharf?

5. Draw a picture of the children on the ship.

6. Make a list of things they might have seen.

7. If you went on the same trip today, what different things would you see?

8. Would children of 1887 have had many trips away from home? Why not?

Class Activity

The advertisement said the children were given �tea only�
on the ship � a light meal in the late afternoon. They
must have brought their own morning tea/lunch.

As a class activity, imagine you are back in 1887. Make
and pack a lunch for a schoolchild to take on the trip.
Remember, there was no plastic of any sort back then.

You will need:
� A loaf of bread (no sliced bread in 1887)
� A bread knife
� A bread board or chopping board
� A pat of butter (no margarine then)
� Filling eg cheese, ham, jam; German families probably made their own sausage or wurst (remember

there was noVegemite back then)
� Greaseproof paper
� A brown paper bag

What would the 1887 children have used instead of a plastic picnic cup?
Would they have been able to take a freezer brick to keep things cold?
What sort of drink might they have taken?
What sort of container might they have used for the drink? (no cans or plastic containers then)
What extra �nibbly� things might they have taken? (Remember, no muesli bars in foil, no Mars Bars etc)
What might they have packed the whole lunch in?
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Packaging

Compare the 1887 lunch with the sort of lunch we might take on an excursion today.

Now make a list of all the packaging in each lunch. Don�t forget things like the modern plastic bag for
the bread, the plastic or foil wrap on the cheese etc.

Which lunch involved the most packaging?

Which lunch would taste better after several hours on a hot December day?

What happens today to the packaging we throw away eg a muesli bar wrapping, a chips packet, a drink
can or a chocolate wrapping?

Which would last longer, our plastic cup or the 1887 student�s cup?

Name some �good� things about the way we do things today and also some �bad� things.



12

RECIPES
Equipment needed

An electric jug (we are cheating � the children of 1887 would have used a kettle on a wood stove)
a lemon squeezer
a knife
a cutting board
a bowl or jug that won�t melt or break when boiling water is poured in

Lemonade

Ingredients
1 cup of water
1 1/2 tablespoons lemon juice
3 tablespoons sugar (or to taste)
1/4 teaspoon salt

Instructions
Boil the water, pour over the sugar and salt  and stir.
Chill this syrup, then add the lemon juice.

Lemon Cordial

Ingredients
4 lemons
3 cups sugar
30g citric acid (can be obtained from a supermarket)
1 teaspoon cream of tartar (can be obtained from a supermarket)
4 cups water

Instructions:
Peel one lemon and place the peel in the bowl or jug
Squeeze the juice from all 4 lemons and pour into the bowl
Add the citric acid, cream of tartar and sugar
Boil the water, pour over the ingredients
Let it stand, cool
Add extra cold water or soda water before you drink it.

TASTE  TEST!

Compare our  �old-fashioned� lemonade with today�s lemonade, and our cordial with modern lemon
cordial. What do you think?
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The Captain of the Kate is fourth from the right at the top. The man on the far left, sitting on the rail, is
Governor Blackall. On the lower level, the man on the far left is the ship�s engineer, in charge of the engines.

The Kate

1. The Kate was a paddle steamer. She was built in England in 1864. Although she had a steam engine,
she was rigged with sails for the seven-month trip to Australia.  After her arrival, Kate was used
mainly on the rivers between Brisbane and Ipswich and around Moreton Bay. The ship was 145 feet
long (about 45 metres).

2. Kate was built at Newcastle-on-Tyne. Look up an atlas - or better still a globe of the world - and see
where this is. Then follow the Kate�s journey out to Australia via London, Portsmouth (where the
sails were rigged up), Madeira, Canary Islands,  then to the Cape of Good Hope, across to Tasmania,
then  up to Brisbane.

3. Take one very big step and measure it � see if you can manage to step one metre. Then step out 45
metres. This was the length of the Kate. Would you have felt safe crossing the ocean in a small ship
like this on the way out from England? The description of her trip says she went through  several
gales and one big storm with a �tremendous sea�.

4. Although the Kate was small to sail the ocean, would she have seemed big in the Logan River?

5. Many other ships and small boats operated on the Logan River. What would they have carried?

6. Look at the photograph. This is the only photograph we have of the Kate � it was not taken on the
excursion day but on a trip with Governor Blackall. This is the bridge of the boat. Can you work out
what happens on a bridge? Why would the bridge be higher than the deck?

7. Do you think the captain of the Kate might have let some of the children come up on the bridge on the
excursion day? If you had been on the Kate that day, would you have liked to go on the bridge?

8. What fuel do you think was needed for the steam engines?
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Did you notice that children did not have to pay for their trip on the Bay?  So who paid? This advertisement
from the �Logan Witness� newspaper explains how everyone raised money for the trip.

Raising money for the trip
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Clue: What Jubilee was being being celebrated?

These illustrations should help you work it out.

Queen Victoria, crowned in 1837

A royal procession in London, 1887
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Another Picnic on the �Kate� �
but this time, Kate is a steam train!

Jack Heron attended Woodridge State School from 1931 to 1938. One of his favourite memories is of a
school picnic which caused great excitement. By coincidence, the steam train in this story also had the name
�Kate�. Here is Mr Heron�s description (from  Woodridge State School Golden Jubilee 1932-82) :

I think the most memorable breaking up day for me was back in 1936. On parade a month before the end
of the school year, Mr Kiorgaard broke the good news to us. Owing to a surplus of funds that our hard-
working School Committee had raised during the year, we were to have a picnic day at the seaside at
Main Beach [Southport].

How we ticked off the days on the calendar � would the great day never come!  At last, all excited, we
gathered at the railway station. A shout goes up �Here she comes!� and with a cloud of smoke and steam,
old �Kate� as we called her chugs into the platform. All aboard and away we go.

Our teacher decides we should all have a good old Sing Along. One of the men commences to play on his
Button Accordion. Then up goes a shout. �Southport coming up!�. There is more excitement as we all
alight and board the buses for Main Beach.

Then at last, we are there. Into our togs, over the sandhills � and there it is � that beautiful golden beach
and crashing blue sea we had waited so long to gaze upon. (No hideous concrete jungle as it is today �
just miles of beaches with sand dunes and houses surrounded by native trees.)

Splash and into the breakers we go. Then there are races on the beach � sprints, long jump, hop-step-and-
jump and three-legged races. Another surf and then back to the park, where the good old mums have

A steam train coming in to Woodridge Station. The Progress Hall is on the left.
Photo courtesy Jack Heron.
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been as busy as ever. There on the table are dozens of sandwiches, lamingtons, sponge cakes, jam tarts
and great slices of water melon. What a feast!

Then wash and pack up, back onto the buses and away to Southport. That familiar cry of �All aboard�
and we head home on faithful old Kate, a tired, sunburnt but contented mob of kids who will talk about
this great day for many years to come.

Questions:

1. Do you think that children of 1936 went to the beach very often?

2. Describe the transport used to get the children to the beach.

3. If your class was going on a picnic to Southport now, what transport would you use?

4. Is the picnic lunch of 1936 much different to one we would have today?

5. Do you agree with Mr Heron that the Gold Coast today is a �hideous concrete jungle�? Why or
why not?

6. Why did the children listen to a Button Accordion? Why not listen to their radio or play a cassette
or CD on their Walkman?

Mr Jack Heron in 1999, with a Button Accordion
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Children At School

School inspectors went around the district, inspecting each school and reporting on the state of the
school buildings and the ability of the teachers. These reports tell us a lot about school life in those
early years. Here is  some information  from the inspectors� reports about two of the earliest
schools in Logan:

Loganholme School 1874
The school  was progressing, with quite new buildings, though still unfenced, and it had a newly-built
detached kitchen.  The teacher was cultivating a flower garden. The school inspector said:

The regularity was much affected during the year, first by epidemic throat affection and later by
cane-cutting.   The teacher is a trained man, and has proved himself a competent teacher, but the
progress of the pupils has been only moderate.

Brown�s Plains Provisional School 1878
The teacher�s quarters were in the same building as the school, which was made of split hardwood slabs,
with a shingle roof and a slab floor.  The water supply was from the nearby creek.  The furniture was
clumsy and unsuitable, but the stock of maps, books and cards was good.  The inspector said:

The pupils are regular and punctual, generally clean and moderately well-dressed;  they are also
naturally quiet, attentive, and well-behaved when in school, but noisy and quarrelsome at play.
The pupils made some progress during the year, but the general condition of the school gave
small hope of success during the incoming session.  The teacher resigned at the close of the year.

Questions

1. In the report about Loganholme School, what makes you think the teacher might have lived at this
school?

2. Why do you think teachers had to live at or near the school?

3. What is an epidemic?

4. The inspector talked about the children staying home from school because of a throat affection.
What word would we use instead of affection?

5. Why would attendance at Loganholme become irregular during cane cutting?

6. At Browns Plains school, where  was the water supply? How might the children have got the
water?

7. What is a shingle?

8. What equipment did the children use for learning?

9. Draw the school.
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Waterford School in 1928

Children and their teacher at Kingston School, 1934
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Children At Work

An Advertisement in the Logan Witness  16.3.1878

For class discussion
1 Would you like this sort of job? Why or why not?

2 What does this advertisement tell us about education in 1878?

3 Did the boy need any job qualifications?

4 Why would a family let their young son take a job like this?

A Plea for Children on the Farm, 1918

Part of a letter  from J.S. Moller of Teviotville which appeared in the Queensland Times newspaper
in October 1918. Although it was written at Teviotville, the description was true for all country
districts in this region. Teviot Brook  is a tributary of the Logan River

Compare the life of a farmer�s boy (or girl) with that of any other child. From the time he is up - mostly
at sunrise - until it is time to leave for school, where he often arrives at the last moment, he is kept on the
run. School  over, he must not loiter on the way home for again, the same monotonous drudgery is to be
gone through.

When other boys are returning home from a game of cricket or a swim, Weary Willie is wending his way
with bucket and can to the milking yard, later on to the separator and then back again to feed the poddies
(calves). By the time the full moon is well over the treetops, Willie�s work is done. He often falls asleep
over the tea table only to be roused with �wake up boy and get your school lessons done and get away to
bed.�

Then Saturday come, but instead of having a day off, Willie must �mind the cows on the green stuff� and
�give a hand at picking corn� etc. Well, Sunday comes at last and there is at least a few hours respite but
if he goes to visit a school mate, the parting words that reach his ears as he closes the gate are �Be home
for milking.�

Who does not know the story of the visit of the Minister for Education to a farming district out west
where holidays are few and far between. The Minister, thinking to confer a favour, asked

�Hands up who�d like a holiday tomorrow?� No response.

�Well, who�d rather come to school tomorrow?� Every hand shot up.

�Why, how is this?�    �Too much work to do at home,� came the response.

Exercise
Make a list of what you do each day and at weekends.
Compare this with what the country child of 1918 was doing at the same time each day.

BOY WANTED to make himself useful on a small
farm; age from 12 to 14. He must be healthy, honest,
industrious and obliging. As he would live in the house
with the advertiser, a boy of gentlemanly conduct
would be preferred.
Address �C.E.�, Post Office, Upper Coomera.


